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~ 52 Years On ~

While our Lord remains perennially 
young, and full of energy, we 

investigate that communities of 
young-at-heart in our parish could 

do with some new blood.

by Angeline Cheong 
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Christian Women’s League
The Christian Women’s League was formed 
when our church first began service and 
featured sewing and cooking classes for 
members. Presently, the 80-member group 
meets monthly to pray for the sick, help 
out with canteen duties, engage in social 
fellowship and have outings together.  

Great for: Women looking for a community of 
faith and volunteer their time in the church. 

Society of the St Vincent de Paul 
(SSVP)
Our parish’s SSVP has 72 members from 
diverse age groups, although at present, 
most of them are active agers. The ministry 
is on the lookout for younger members to join 
them in serving our Friends-in-Need. SSVP 
takes care of 111 families (174 persons) in the 
Chai Chee, Bedok North, Bedok South, and 
Bedok Reservoir precinct.   

Great for: Individuals looking to make a 
difference in the lives of the less fortunate.

Editor’s Note
“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

Philippians 4:13

Going about our daily lives can be a challenging process. For the most part, we have 
to grapple with survival in the unforgiving world we live in – a society and culture that 
emphasises on material wealth. With families to take care of, obligations that require 
our time, effort and focus, everything is regarded as an opportunity cost. Do thoughts 
like, “Will doing activity A prevent me from engaging in activity B?” sound familiar? 
Some of us would admit to it, especially on Sunday mornings when we struggle with 
waking up for God.

But instead of relying so much on ourselves, why not let God in to enrich our lives and 
strengthen us further. Accepting his support takes no additional effort beyond simply 
acknowledging his presence, like meaning it when you say, “thank God!” in relief. He’s 
been there for us 24 hours each day, 365 days a year; passionate and unwavering, 
so why turn to him only in time of need? (We took this piece of advice home from 
Monsignor Ambrose Vaz when he celebrated Mass in our parish earlier this month). 
Finding a balance in life isn’t a walk in the park, but to be conscious that God is with 
us, at all times, in our hearts might make it easier. 

This issue, we’d like to commorate OLPS’ 52nd birthday, share some fun facts about 
our faith’s new leader, Pope Francis, as well as share some reflections from our new 
priest, Fr Charlie Oasan and a special reflection from Fr Luke Fong. We’ve also got 
quite a number of opinions within this issue, from parishioners discussing their favourite 
parish activities to our young friends in Level 4 catechism sharing with us visuals of 
what God and the Church means to them. 

We hope that you will enjoy the issue and when the inspiration comes, consider joining 
a ministry or partake in some parish activities. It will be a whole lot of fun, a great 
opportunity to meet people, and learn more about God. 

Have a blessed week ahead. 

Jonathan Tan
Deputy Editor
editor@olps.sg

Disclaimer: Although Good OL Times has taken every reasonable care to ensure the accuracy and objectivity of the information presented in 
this publication, neither the publishers, nor their employees or agents can be held liable for any errors, inaccuracies and/or omissions howsoever 
caused.  We shall not be liable for any actions taken based on the views expressed, or information provided within this publication.  We may 
occasionally use material we believe has been placed in the public domain where it is not always possible to identify and contact the copyright 
holder.  If you claim ownership of something we have published, we will be pleased to make a proper acknowledgement.  Articles contributed 

by external sources do not represent the views of Good OL Times.
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“We need to engage 
youths to build a 
sense of belonging 
so more would come 
forward to contribute 
after confirmation. 
Meanwhile, we need 
to engage our young 
adult community with 
meaningful work to meet 
our parish’s urgent need 
for leadership renewal.”

At 52-years-young, the Church of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour (OLPS) can be considered 
matured, but young-at-heart. But while we enjoy 
the fine facilities built by our pioneers, our parish 
community is slowly, but surely, ageing.

While this may be reflective of Singapore’s 
demographics where we’re transitioning into 
an ageing community, an urgent question of 
leadership renewal arises—the need for greater 
participation from our youth. Unsurprisingly, the 
issue of encouraging and engaging the younger 
parishioners in our OLPS community has been 
highlighted among the priorities of the Parish 
Pastoral Council this year. 

Tamara Emir, coordinator of the Youth Ministry, 
says, 

There’s A Ministry For Everyone
Children and Teens Catechetics
With just 91 catechists looking after more 
than 1,169 children, the ministry’s human 
resources are tied, rendering it unable to 
accommodate every child looking to enroll in 
catechism classes in our parish. As a result, 
some children have to be turned away due to 
an overwhelming response. 

Great for: Those with a passion for working 
with children and teens; are keen to learn 
and eager to share the good news of the 
Lord. However, patience, an open heart and 
commitment are a must. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA)
With each faith journey, sponsors are needed 
to accompany and support the Initiates on 
their faith journey towards accepting God and 
embracing our Catholic faith. 

Great for: Catholics looking to share their 
faith and guide others into learning and 
accepting God.

Golden Circle
The Golden Circle offers senior parishioners 
an opportunity to meet from Mondays to 
Fridays between 9.00 am and 3.00 pm at 
OLPS. Some activities they enjoy include 
qigong, yoga and Mandarin lessons.

Great for: Retirees looking for an active 
lifestyle.

Yes, the church needs YOU! Of course, apart 
from those listed above, OLPS has various other 
ministries, with different activities and mix of 
members. Check out our website www.olps.sg for 
more details!

COME, JOIN US
Christian Women’s League: 

mowesterhout@hotmail.com

SSVP: ssvp.olpsconf@gmail.com

Catechists: catechist@olps.org.sg

Golden Circle: raoulseq@singnet.com.sg

English RCIA: alamse@gmail.com

GOT: How long have you been a catechist?
Rosalind: Twenty five years

How did you get started?
I started teaching P2 children when my son was in P2. I started as a catechist 
assistant. My son asked me to be a catechist so that we could be together 
during class.

What’s your favourite part about catechism?
I like to share the good news of God’s love and forgiveness for all of us which 
I have experienced in my life. I truly believe that God is our loving Father and it 
is important to have a relationship with him so as to live a meaningful Christian 
life. 

The most rewarding part is...
I feel happy and rewarded when I see my former pupils living their Catholic 
faith and serving God in the various ministries.

GOT: How long have you been a 
catechist?
Petrina: I started teaching catechism when 
I was 15-years-old, during the service 
attachment at Level 9 and officially joined 
the ministry at 16, after my Sacrament of 
Confirmation.

How did you get started?
I felt a strong calling to return what I had 
received from my catechists and pass it 
on because I always felt that my catechists 
played an important role after my parents in 
my faith formation.

What’s your favourite part about Catechism?
I like being able to interact with the children during sessions as each of them 
have their own way of feeling God’s presence. Also, their questions and 
answers about God never fail to surprise me. After every session, I feel a sense 
of satisfaction when the kids manage to grasp the session’s objectives and 
when they start to probe for more information about God.

The most rewarding part is...
After almost 9 months of preparation for the Level 2 children’s first Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, on the night after the service, parents will come forward 
and thank me for sacrificing my time and helping them to guide their child in 
receiving their First Sacrament of Reconciliation.

What would you say to someone keen on joining the ministry? 
There is no need to worry about not having a strong faith background as you 
will always be learning along the way when you guide the children through their 
sessions. As long as you have the patience, passion and commitment you are 
good to go.

Catechists Speak Out
by Stefania Hartley 

Teaching Catechism may seem a daunting task but it is also 
extremely rewarding. Run by a dedicated group of volunteers 
throughout the year, here are some of their stories. 

Rosalind Leong: 64-year-old grandmother, 
cancer survivor and part-time singer. 

Teaches in: The RCIY (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Youth), a two-year journey for 
teenagers leading to Baptism and Confirmation.

Petrina Natalie Lew: 18-year-old student. 
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What would encourage parishioners to be more active in 
church? Which group or activity appeals to you?
by Laura Pereira

Samantha Scully, 49
“Perhaps social activities like fun fairs and 
mini concerts which don’t require long-term 
commitment. There should also be a wider variety 
of charity work, giving parishioners the option to 
contribute on a short or long term basis.” 

Colin Boon (right), 22
“I would like to see more 
music and jamming sessions 
or interactive sports like 
football. We could start with 
small activities within the 
neighbourhood groups. I also 
enjoy seeing parishioners 
performing in the canteen 
on Sundays, we should have 

more of that!”

Angela Lim, 23 
“My favourite event would 
be our fun fair! It’s great 
seeing families and friends 
come together on a Sunday 
afternoon for a good time.”

Remus Chia (middle), 31
“Given that many of us have to juggle family 
and work commitments, we could organise 
short and fun-filled activities as a start. As for 
activities which appeal to me, I previously taught 
catechism to primary school kids. I got a sense 
of accomplishment from teaching God’s word 
and His love for us.”

VOICES , FROM THE CLOTH 5

Recounting how he took up his vocation, Fr Charlie Oasan’s shares that his decision to enter the seminary 
was initially met with some reservation by his parents and siblings (he has three sisters and two 
brothers), who were, understandably, protective of the family’s ‘baby’. But “being the youngest 
also meant getting my way and their blessings, eventually”, Fr Charlie recalls with a laugh.  

With daily 5.30am to 10pm routines in the seminary, his formative years flew by. Fr Charlie 
says “there was no time to be bored! The more I stayed, the more I liked the priestly life,” 
while attributing his experience to God’s grace. 

Ordained in 1997 with the Scheut Missions (CICM) in Hong Kong, Fr Charlie learnt 
Mandarin in Beijing, travelling to remote areas in China for missionary outreach where 
weather conditions were harsh. “That’s when some bai jiu helped to keep us warm!” he 
quips. Moving to Taiwan, he continued to serve the pastoral needs of these Chinese 
villages, getting resources to build clinics, deep wells and kindergartens before 
becoming parish priest of the Our Lady of the Rosary Church in Taipei.

Now, as Spiritual Director to the OLPS Neighborhood Groups and Chinese-speaking 
communities since arriving in February 2013, Fr Charlie looks forward to reaching 
out to parishioners especially the elderly, sick, bedridden and home-bound, because 
“God cares” – just like his days with the poorest of the poor in China.  

Mark Santa Maria, 26
“Being part of a choir or a 
praise and worship team 
brings parishioners together. 
It doesn’t matter if you can’t 
hit a note or sing in tune. 
Nevertheless, you would 
want to sing wholeheartedly 
especially when the hymn 
is a familiar one among 
churchgoers.” 

A Call to Serve
by Judy Low

New OLPS priest, Fr Charlie Oasan, 
shares his answer to the Lord’s calling.

St Matthew: A winged man, symbolising humanity. 
Matthew’s Gospel starts with Jesus’ genealogy, 

stressing his human nature.

St Mark: A winged lion, symbolising courage. Mark’s 
Gospel starts with John the Baptist preaching with 

the courage of a lion. 

St Luke:  A winged ox, symbolising sacrifice, 
strength and service. Luke’s Gospel starts with 
Zechariah absolving his duties in the temple.

St John: An eagle, believed to be able to look 
straight into the sun. John’s Gospel starts with a 

discourse about Jesus’ divine origin.

Saint Glass
A closer look at our evangelists and their symbols

by Stefania Hartley
Photos by Martin Yong

The stained glass windows at the back of the church depict 
the four evangelists (the writers of the four Gospels) 

together with their symbolic creatures.  The inspiration for 
these animals is taken from the book of Ezekiel (1:4-10) and 

the book of Revelation (4: 6-8).
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Francis - The Humble Pope 
Pope Francis leads by example in taking the 
church forward into a new chapter.

by Felicia Tee  
Photos: Copyright Photographic 
Service L’Osservatore Romano

Don’t lose hope, 
(Pope) Francis said.   
Understand? With 

hope you can always 
go on.

Did you know?

1.  Pope Francis’ Birthday: 17 December 1936 
(Age 76).

2.   Francis is the first Jesuit pope; the first pope 
from South America, and is the 266th Pope of 
the Catholic Church.

3.  The son of Italian parents, Bergoglio 
graduated with a chemical technician’s diploma 
and worked briefly as one before entering the 
seminary.

4.   At the age of 21 he suffered from a life-
threatening infection and had a lung removed.

5.   Pope Francis is an ardent supporter of the 
San Lorenzo de Almagro football club and is a 
fan of tango dancing.

6.   He is driving his security detail “crazy” by 
riding around in an open-air white Mercedes 
jeep — and frequently getting out to greet the 
crowds. He also mixes freely with crowds at 
churches and walking when his security detail 
wants him to go by car. 

“He leads an austere lifestyle and was 
known for personal humility, doctrinal 
conservatism and a strong social 
conscience.”

“He leads an austere 
lifestyle and was known for 
personal humility, doctrinal 
conservatism and a strong 
social conscience.”

Background

Since his election as Pope of the Catholic Church 
on 13 March 2013, the Bishop of Rome has turned 
heads by his modest (and unconventional) approach 
to the office. Born in Buenos Aires as Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio, the eldest of 5 children became a 
Jesuit in 1960 and was ordained a priest in 1969. 
Bergoglio was named Auxiliary Bishop of Buenos 
Aires in 1992 and was ordained on 27 June 1992 
as Titular Bishop of Auca. On 21 February 2001, 
Archbishop Bergoglio was appointed a cardinal by 
Pope John Paul II with the title of cardinal-priest 
of San Roberto Bellarmino, a church served by 
Jesuits.

Living Simply

As Cardinal, he led an austere lifestyle and was 
known for personal humility, doctrinal conservatism 
and a strong social conscience. Since his election 
to the papacy he has chosen to live in the Vatican 
guesthouse instead of the papal residence, a 
choice consistent with his simple disposition. 
His Holiness is also ditching the white Mercedes 
‘Popemobile’ and red shoes and red capes worn 
by Pope Emeritus Benedict XV1 in favour of simpler 
dress. 

It may be early days yet, but the humble Pope 
looks primed to bring the Church forward to a new 
chapter in its history.

This was the Pope’s message to the young inmates 
he visited on Holy Thursday. And he also made the 
headlines that day when he washed and kissed the 
feet of two young women during the Holy Thursday 
ritual at a juvenile detention centre – an act which 
deviates from the male-centric service.

7RETURN OF THE SAINT, MANDARIN

St Francis of Assisi
by Stefania Hartley

RetuRn
of the

Saint
One of the well-
loved saints, 
St Francis 
of Assisi is 
renowned for 
his love of 

nature, the environment and for his simple, albeit 
impoverished way of life. St Francis is also the 
patron Saint of Italy (together with Catherine of 
Siena) and of Ecology. But Francis is neither just 
saccharine-sweet romanticism nor a precursor 
to the hippy movement.

Born in Assisi in 1181 or 1182 to Donna Pica and 
Pietro di Bernardone (a rich textile merchant), his 
real name was Giovanni, but his father nicknamed 
him Francesco (“the Frenchman”). Once a vain 
and spoilt teenager, interested in fashionable 
clothing and thrill-seeking, Francis underwent a 
number of conversions, first renouncing to the 
father’s patrimony to live the life of a hermit, then 
renouncing that solitary lifestyle to become an 
itinerant preacher and beggar. Despite that, he 
remained a generous alms-giver and even had a 

vision where the Lord spoke to him from a crucifix, 
asking him to rebuild his ruined Church (which 
Francis took literally). 

Francis’ father, exasperated by the way the family’s 
wealth was being generously shared by Francis 
with the poor or used for the church’s repairs, had 
decided to take his family problems into the public 
arena and ask the town’s bishop to intervene. This 
was when Francis stripped himself of all his clothes 
(yes, all!) in front of the bishop and the whole town 
and returned them to his father. This incident 
inspired many of the town’s youth to follow him, 
kick-starting the order of the “Lesser Brothers” and 
the “Poor Clares”. However, St Francis never felt 
himself worthy of the priesthood. Few would know 
that Francis was also a missionary and he met 
the Egyptian Sultan in an attempt to convert him 
and put an end to the Crusades. Since then, the 
Franciscan order has had a strong presence in the 
Holy Land as Custodians of Holy Places on behalf 
of the Catholic Church. Francis’ example of poverty 
was a striking contrast to the temporal powers and 
excesses in the Church during the times. In 1224 

Francis received the stigmata (the signs of the 
nails of Jesus’ cross) during a retreat on the 
mountain of La Verna. He died on 3 October 
1226.

我读经，我快乐 ―
在读经中学会“彼此
相爱”

张良辉

I learn  how to “Love each other” 
through bible studies

在我还没有学会研读圣经以前，我的生活没有方向，也不知道如何去
爱护和关怀别人，直到我参加了读经小组，每个星期和兄弟姐妹们一
起研读圣经，分享读经心得，渐渐地，圣言在我心中萌芽，我的生命
里有了主耶稣。主耶稣用祂那真诚的爱光照着我，使我的生命有了希
望，有了活力。在读经中，我谨记主耶稣的教诲：不争权、不妒忌、
不愤怒，大家互相包容、谦让、信任和忍耐。

圣保禄宗徒在格林多前书说过：“爱是诸德的灵魂”。他说：“爱是
含忍的，爱是慈祥的，爱不妒忌，不夸张，不自大，不作无礼的事，
不求己益，不动怒，不图谋恶事，不以不义为乐，却与真理为乐；凡
事包容，凡事相信，凡事盼望，凡事忍耐。”（格前13：4－7）

亲爱的主耶稣基督，请赐我全心、全意、全灵去爱你、敬拜你、赞美
你、光荣你，并遵守你要我们“彼此相爱”的命令。阿门。

服务为快乐之本
To live is to serve

我读经，我快乐 ―从读
经中感悟生活的“真谛”

陈巧玲

I learn to understand“true life” through bible 
studies

公元2010
年，在一位
朋友的引荐
下，没有任
何宗教信仰
的我，踏进
了永援圣母
堂并参与圣
芳济读经小
组的读经活
动。当时我
正面临着事
业受挫折，
经济拮据，
家庭纠纷的
种种困扰，

希望从聆听圣言中，获得救恩。不知不觉，我参加读经小组，已有三年多的时光，我
和我先生也在2011年的复活节接受再生的洗礼。
 
在这三年多的日子里，我享受读经的乐趣。我们的辅导员对圣经采用了日常生活的例
子，加上活泼生动的语言讲解，组员们的生活分享，令我矛塞顿开，使我深深领悟：
「人生活不只靠饼，而也靠天主口中所发的一切语言」（玛4：4）。天主圣言以及兄
弟姐妹对我的关怀，让我感受到天父的爱。

「神贫的人是有福的，因为天国是他们的。」（玛5：3）主耶稣的这句话叫我不应
过分追求现实的物质享受，应多追求精神方面的饱饫。圣言中的“宽恕之道”更促进
我和家庭成员之间及周边人际的关系。从读经中，我学会了忍耐，学会了与人和睦共
处，学会了凡事多顺从天主的旨意、多依靠天主，不叫自己过度担心。

读经小组不只是刻板地研读圣经，而是把圣言活学活用。我们常在周年纪念日将圣言
转变为各式各样的圣经佳句游戏，我们也曾穿起耶稣时代的服装演出“慈善的撒玛黎
雅人”，维妙维肖的演出促进了组员们之间的友谊。每年的主保日聚餐也给我们带来
喜乐。除了吃和玩之外，我们也做善事，比如堂区食堂服务，探访老人院，捐助有特
别需要的教友或教会的其它组织等等，林林总总，不胜枚举。 这一切读经活动都令
我感觉温馨、关怀和喜乐。
 
如今我能感受到天主赐给我内心的平安，也感觉到耶稣是我最知心的朋友。

演出：慈善的撒玛黎雅人
The author in the script“A Samaritan”
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God, The Church and 
Being Christian

INSPIRED8

Level 4 children attending catechism creatively 
share their views on God and the Church. 
special thanks to: 
The children and catechists from the Sunday 10.30am L4 session

9

Many would remember 
Fr Luke Fong, who was 
formerly a priest at OLPS. 
He had left for Washington 
DC in the US to study for 
a Licentiate in Dogmatic 
Theology. While in the US, 
he kept in touch with the 
community back home via 
his blog at frlukefong.
blogspot.sg. Fr Luke 
has since returned to 
Singapore to undergo 
chemotherapy after being 
diagnosed with leukemia 
earlier this year. We caught 
up with Fr Luke via email, 
and he shares one of his 
blog posts in which he 
talks about embracing the 
crosses in our lives.

INSPIRED

The things that 
surround me, the 
feelings that I 
sometimes feel, and 
more importantly, what 

God is telling me at each moment, cannot 
be written in the words of a veteran 
sufferer with a ‘been-there, done-that, 
bought the T-shirt and mug’ approach.  
At least not yet.  Not only would that be 
facetious, it would very much disrespect 
the many who have walked through a 
much deeper walk than I have thus far. 

But what is very real to me is the fact 
that so many people are praying.  They 
assure me that they are doing this, and 
I am touched and grateful.  Being a 
theologian in training (albeit one that 
is somewhat on hiatus at the moment) 
makes me wonder what the many are 
indeed praying about.  I am sure many 
are praying for a complete recovery from 
my illness.  Many have indeed written and 
told me that this is what they are praying 
for.  And this is not wrong, and not at all a 
bad thing to pray for.  But is this the only 
thing that we should be praying for when 
things go ‘awry’ in our lives?  Do spanner 
in the works of our life plans dictate 
that our prayers to God beseech him to 
‘change his plans to suit ours’?  Does it 
necessarily mean that God has deemed 
it fit to ‘punish’ us for our iniquities?  My 
spirituality doesn’t permit me to believe 
this, and neither has my education and 
training, and more importantly, my faith 
relationship with God.

Please do not get me wrong.  I am not 
saying that I am ungrateful for prayers 
of healing and recovery.  We should be 
praying for goodness in life, for blessings, 
and for God to be in our lives in such a way 
that we experience joy, an abundance 
of goodness and a great outpouring of 
God’s rich graces.  After all, God does 
want us to live life and live it to the fullest.  
Yet, the often unfathomable reality is that 
there is also the irony and even necessity 
of a suffering that purifies and saves, as 
witnessed by the prayer that Jesus prayed 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, where he 
prayed that the cup of suffering be taken 
from him, but if it was the Father’s will, let 
it be done.

This tussle is something that I find myself 
struggling with too, not just when I pray, 
but also when I read the wonderful 

Embracing the 
Cross in the Body 
of Christ

petitions that come from my friends, 
loved ones and praying partners in the 
world.  Jesus did not reject the cross 
in an outright way, nor did he run to it.  
Instead, when we contemplate on it, we 
will realise that Jesus embraced it with 
a certain air of temerity, and to do so, 
didn’t he have to remove something as 
well?  He had to remove his garments.

The Church has always associated the 
tenth station where Jesus was stripped 
of his garments with our sins of passions 
and lusts, rightly so.  But when I pondered 
on how a true and healthy and purifying 
suffering entails not a rejection but an 
embrace of the cross, I saw how we too 
in our lives, need to have certain barriers 
and ‘garments’ removed before we can 
have a healthy and healing embrace of 
our crosses in life.

The prayer of a complete healing and 
a remission from cancer or any other 
illness or adversity is a good prayer.  
It is not a wrong prayer.  It is a faithful 
prayer.  It is a loving prayer.  It is a prayer 
of intercession, as we are told to seek, 
knock, and find. But if it is a prayer that 
arm-twists God and doesn’t give him 
any chance of displaying his greatness 
in ways beyond our ken, it doesn’t really 
become a prayer. It becomes an order, a 
command and worst of all, it makes us 
unto God. 

Is it a brazen prayer, a bold prayer and 
an audacious prayer to ask for also the 
ability to embrace the cross willingly 
and lovingly?  Is it too soon to ask 
for this in a journey towards anyone’s 
Calvary, especially one that has just been 
embarked on like mine?  Does not this 
mean that we will first have to identify our 
own garments that we have been loath to 
remove but rather, have spent years and 
years to acquire and to wear, display and 
exhibit with pride?  I am afraid it does, and 
unless I too learn to do this, my embrace 
of the cross will only 
be lip service and 
hardly be something 
that will help much the 
sufferings of the body 
of Christ.
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2013年4月1日清晨5点钟，本堂杨文神父带领了80位教友，
到海南岛展开五天四夜朝圣之旅。

文：阮立家
	 相片：詹尊忠

此行的主要目的是去见证海南岛，定安县，仙沟镇
一间天主堂的重建工程。早在公元2000年，仙沟镇
的教友们就想建立一间规模较大，能容纳更多教友
的新教堂，苦于经费不够，迟迟未能实现愿望。一
直到公元2012年，杨文神父得知此事，又逢本堂庆
祝建堂50周年，于是，杨神父发起了4公里义走筹款
来协助仙沟镇教友们建新教堂，作为本堂欢庆50周
年的活动之一。此举获得本堂全体教友的响应，共
筹得新币10万1千元左右的款项，交由海南岛杨保禄
神父负责建新教堂。

新教堂的主要结构已完工，内部装修还须要一段时
间才能完成。根据为我们讲解的一位当地教友所
说，我们才知道此堂初建于公元1627年，由耶稣
会(Jesuits)的神父主管。经过几百年岁月的折腾，
早已坍塌，地方政府要收回土地，当地教友只好在
原址上建立两间平房来充当教堂，保留土地。最令
我感动的是那位90高龄的老婆婆，她从小领洗，
信德坚强，她天天到教堂旧址祈祷，希望在她有生
之年能亲眼看到新教堂的落成，我们相信老婆婆的
愿望很快就会落实。另一件可喜可贺的事是杨保禄
神父透露该堂建成时将命名为“永援圣母堂”，这
将和新加坡永援圣母堂结成姐妹堂，大家听了都很 
高兴。

OLPS in HAINAN! OLPS Hainan Pilgrimage, 
1st April - 5th April, 2013

In April, some 80 OLPS parishioners made their first official visit to Hainan 
Island to see how our “sister church” in Xian Gou is coming along. 

by Samantha Chan
photos by Jennifer Fernandez 
Special thanks to Jeannie Tien

With a new chapel to be built, villagers look 
forward to worship and have community 
gatherings, and students would have a place for 
study.  Fr Paul Yang, one of the 2 priests serving 
the entire island of Hainan, together with Fr Greg, 
have most joyously named the new church after 
OLPS in Singapore （永援圣母堂).  

An original chapel for worship was first built in 
1627 by Jesuits but demolished, leaving only an 
old double-storey parish house and a dilapidated 
single-storey apartment remaining.  To have a 
new chapel was therefore a long-time dream of 
many people in the village, including a 92-year-old 
granny, who had diligently kept the place clean 
each month for the Eucharistic Celebrations held 
in the chapel.  

About the Xian Gou Village

The Xian Gou Village (仙沟村) in Hainan, 
China, has a population of 30,000 and is 
about 48km from Hai Kou （海口), the 
capital city of Hainan Island.  As a farming 
village, most people work as vegetable, 
poultry farmers or fruit growers, and 
some own small-scale fisheries. Catholics 
number around 300, while there are many 
latchkey children numbering as high as 
over 6,000. 

Did you know? 

The villagers of Xian Gou had been 
fundraising for a new chapel since early 
2000.  It was only after 12 years that the 
villagers’ prayers were answered when 
news of their situation made its way to 
OLPS in Singapore.  Hearing the news, 
Fr Greg decided to help raise funds for 
the cause.  The OLPS Charity Fun Walk, 
then organised as part of OLPS’ 50th 
Anniversary celebrations, was dedicated 
to raise funds for the chapel in Xian 
Gou.  OLPS parishioners, youths, elderly, 
children and even babies in the arms 
of their parents, took part in the 4-km 
charity walk in January 2012, raising about 
S$10,000. This amount was added into 
OLPS’ total fundraising efforts over the 
year of S$101,000 which is now being 
used for the building of the chapel.

海口天主堂外观
At a Catholic church in Hai Kou, the capital city of Hainan Island.

The finishing touches of our sister “OLPS” church are being done, 
using the funds raised by parishioners of OLPS Singapore. The 
interior of the church will soon be completed. The delay was due to 
Chinese New Year and bad weather.

Since the church was not ready Fr Greg celebrated 
Mass at the building beside the new church. 

这位就是信德坚强90高
龄的老婆婆
The 92-year-old granny 
wishes to see the completed 
new church! She had been 
cleaning the church for 
many years. We were all 
inspired by her commitment 
and God fearing attitude.  

仙沟镇――左边为旧堂，
右边为新教堂入口
The coming OLPS in “Xian Gou”, 
about 48km from Hai Kou. 

全体照――摄于海口天主堂祭台前
1-5 April – Almost 80 of OLPS parishioners 
from Neighbourhood  Christian Communities 
and Mandarin Ministry. 
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